Dr. Mehdi Beiki
Cultural Counsellor of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Kenya
Dr. Mehdi Beiki is an Iranian scholar and cultural diplomat with an academic background in Political Science and International Relations. He holds a B.A. from the University of Tehran and an M.A. and Ph.D. from Allameh Tabataba’i University. His doctoral research focused on Iran–Muslim Brotherhood relations, while his master’s research examined Iran’s soft power in Lebanon. He has authored books and academic articles on international relations, soft power, political movements, and cultural affairs.
With extensive experience in cultural diplomacy, Dr. Beiki has worked on Iran’s cultural relations with Lebanon, Tunisia, Libya and the wider Arab and African regions, and has served as Acting Cultural Counsellor of Iran in Tunisia. He has also been involved in academic research, university teaching, international dialogue and cultural programmes.
Recent Activities in Kenya
During his recent tenure as Cultural Counsellor in Kenya, Dr. Beiki has focused on expanding people-to-people, academic and cultural relations between Iran and Kenya. Key areas of activity include:
· Strengthening cooperation with Kenyan universities and academic institutions, including the development of the Iran Room at Pwani University as a platform for Persian language, Iran studies, cultural exchange and academic cooperation.
· Promoting Persian language education through programmes at universities, Islamic centres and community institutions in Nairobi and other parts of Kenya.
· Supporting academic and scientific cooperation in areas including medicine, nanotechnology, agriculture, engineering, artificial intelligence, humanities and Islamic studies.
· Expanding Iran’s cultural presence at the Nairobi International Book Fair, with a focus on Iranian literature, children's books, translations and cultural dialogue.
· Developing cultural programmes connecting Iranian and Kenyan scholars, educators, religious figures, writers and students.
· Promoting dialogue around education, peace, intercultural understanding and the role of young people, including programmes with Kenyan teachers and students.
· Supporting initiatives that highlight the historical and cultural connections between Persian and Swahili cultures and the wider Indian Ocean region.
His overall approach places particular emphasis on education, culture, language, university cooperation and direct human connections as practical instruments of cultural diplomacy.
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